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Colaiste Mhuire co-ed thurles students 
at the neat street programme awards at 
Croke park Dublin.

Coláiste Mhuire Thurles
Neat Street Programme

Comeragh College, Carrick-on-Suir 

now in its fourth year of the programme, 

continues to enjoy a partnership with 

Our Lady’s Grammar School, Newry.  The 

Dissolving Boundaries project aims to 

bring schools from North and South

 together to collaborate on common 

areas of the curriculum through the 

use of ICT.  Students work together on 

forums, podcasts, blogs, website design 

and video conferencing.  The highpoint 

of the year is a celebration of Dissolving 

Boundaries Day on May 15th.

Dissolving Boundaries 2013/2014

This year focuses on an ambitious project of citizenship with second year students in both schools coming together to 

fundraise	for	local	charity.		Students	from	two	years	in	Comeragh	College	presented	on	different	local	charities	to	a	panel	of	

dragons	with	the	ultimate	worthy	winner	being	Becky’s	Beats,	a	charity	that	aims	to	help	provide	defibrillators	to	the	

locality. Students look forward to working together on their big fundraiser idea, a 5k fun-run set to coincide with Dissolving 

Boundaries Day.  Both groups eagerly await coming together to meet for a face-to-face get-together after a year of digital 

interactions.  The project combines ICT skills with making new friends and is run by University of Ulster and NUI Maynooth.  More 

information is available from www.dissolvingboundaries.org.

Gary Donnelly, Evan McCormack and Scott Beaton.
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Coláiste Phobal Roscré Student Janet 

Lewis has become one of 94 

exceptional students who have joined 

the UCD Ad Astra Academy. Janet 

achieved the incredible total of 725 

points with 7 A1’s in her Leaving 

Certificate.	The	Academy	was	

established in 2011 to recognise and 

nurture exceptional students by 

offering	them	a	range	of	tailored

supports to further their talents. The Ad 

Astra scholars and alumni continue to 

make their mark, both during and after 

their time in UCD. These scholars have 

Astra Academy welcomes Janet Lewis

undertaken research placements in world renowned universities, taken part in internships in major international organisations 

and recieved a variety of academic honours. Janet has always been a diligent and highly motivated student being involved in 

many Coláiste Phobal organisations such as Prefect and Cairde group which is a hand selected group of Leaving Cert Students 

who undertake to become mentor and friend to a 1st year class. Janet has chosen Veterinary Medicine as her programme of 

study and we at Coláiste Phobal Roscré are very proud of her achievements and wish her every success in her future.

By Joseph Betts and Nicholas Reidy

 (1st year)To begin our trip, One hundred of us 

left the school for Dublin at 4:30 in the 

morning. It was a long but exciting two 

hour trip to Dublin port. The ferry to 

Holyhead was three hours long but it 

was	filled	with	great	fun	and	laughter	all	

the way. The conditions were great all 

the way across. The bus to Manchester 

was very luxurious and we watched 

movies on it which really passed the 

time. Before we knew it we were at the 

Trafford	centre.		We	couldn’t	believe	

the size of it.  The atmosphere at the 

Coláiste Dún Iascaigh, Cahir visit the 
Theatre of Dreams

stadium was electric especially when Valencia and Wellbeck scored two great goals. The passion of the fans was amazing. After 

a	good	night’s	sleep	and	some	shopping	time	we	set	off	early	the	next	morning	for	Old	Trafford	again,	this	time	for	a	tour	of	the	

stadium. The tour guides were very knowledgeable and funny. We got to visit all parts of the stadium even inside the player’s 

dressing rooms. We got to sit in their places and even got to sit where the substitutes go during the match. We arrived back in 

the Coláiste at 8 after a stormy crossing on the ferry. Everybody headed straight for their beds as soon as they got home after a 

tiring but brilliant trip.
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Photo is of the 30th VTOS Class to 

complete their ECDL training in 

Comeragh College and proudly holding 

their	hard	earned	Certificates.		They	

are (Back row from L to R)  Lekan,  Des,  

Chris,  Michelle,  Ann,  Emma & Jamie.  

Front row Sarah and Shannon - Missing 

on the day was Margaret St. John.  Well 

done to all who completed their 7 

Modules of the New ECDL. 

Courses begin in September and 

February. Places are limited to those on 

the live register.

Adult Education at Comeragh College

Former CEO of North Tipperary VEC 

and former acting CEO of the then 

Tipperary Institute Dr Luke Murtagh was 

among	five	people	who	were	honoured	

as inaugural Fellows of Limerick Institute 

of Technology on Thursday night for the 

indelible mark they left on the institute 

and it’s students.  Dr Murtagh, a native 

of Mullingar, Co. Westmeath but who has 

lived at Tyone, Nenagh for many years, 

joined with LIT academic Patricia Burke, 

former Governing Body Chairman John 

Clifford,	Fitzgibbon	Cup	coach	Davy	

Fitzgerald and acclaimed artist and 

graduate of the LIT operated Limerick 

School of Art & Design John Shinnors 

as they were bestowed with the highest 

honour the institute can give in 

recognition of their contribution to 

education, enterprise, sport, the arts and 

sciences. The Fellowships were 

presented at a special ceremony at the 

Clare Street campus of Limerick School 

of Art & Design attended by over 200 

people, including family and friends of 

the newly appointed Fellows. 

The Fellowships were formally presented 

by LIT President Dr Maria Hinfelaar after 

citations were read out by associates, 

with Chairman of the LIT Governing Body 

Niall Greene reading Mr Murtagh’s. In the 

citation, Mr Greene said that while with 

the Tipperary Institute, which is now 

operated by LIT as LIT Tipperary, Luke 

was recognised as a wonderful visionary 

and strategist, constantly thinking about 

the future direction of the Institute.

(Article courtesy of Nenagh Guardian)

Tipperary educator honoured as inaugural 
LIT Fellow
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A ‘Darlin’ Play
VTOS Clonmel learners enjoy ‘Juno and the 

Paycock’ at the White Memorial Theatre 
during the Adult Learners’ Festival

‘What is the Stars?’  This is one of the profound 

questions posed by “Captain” Boyle to his sidekick 

“Joxer” Daly in Sean O’Casey’s classic play ‘Juno and 

the Paycock’ which was recently staged by the Open 

House Players Theatre Company at the White Memorial 

Theatre, Clonmel.  

The play, which was enjoyed by Clonmel VTOS learners, 

was really well received and appealed to the audience 

which included children, teenagers as well as adults.  

The audience was drawn into drama by the very 

professional acting, felt the pain experienced by the 

Dublin tenement dwellers in the early twentieth 

century, and was transposed to the harsh world of the 

tenements.  Of course O’Casey’s genius is his ability 

to intersperse humour with terrible tragedy and this is 

evident in ‘Juno’ and in his other well-known play with 

similar themes, ‘The Plough and the Stars’.   VTOS 

learners particularly enjoyed the character “Joxer” 

and the interaction between Joxer and “Captain” 
Boyle as well as the scene with Maisie Madigan when the neighbours come together to enjoy a few songs aided by another Irish 

tradition	‘a	ball	o’	malt’.			According	to	O’Casey,	Dubliners	were	still	able	and	determined	to	snatch	fleeting	moments	of	joy	

despite	having	to	withstand	appalling	sadness	in	their	lives.		The	play,	which	concerns	itself	with	the	suffering	caused	by	the	

calamitous Civil War in Ireland, portrays two mothers faced with losing their sons over a struggle that O’Casey felt had already 

caused	enough	suffering.		How	wonderful	it	is	that	in	this	internet	and	smart	phone	age	people	of	all	ages	can	come	together	

and enjoy a night of live theatre and in particular a play that is nearly one hundred years old.   A big thank you to the director 

Jacquie Ahern-Slater, the production team and actors of Open House Players Theatre Company from VTOS Clonmel.  

On the 4th February 2014  Ms Jenny 

O’Dea, a nutritionist with Danone 

Nutricia, gave a very stimulating talk to 

the Early Childhood PLC students at 

Coláiste Phobal Roscré on the 

importance of nutrition in Childhood.  

Nutritional Advice at Coláisté Phobal Roscré
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On Friday 6th December, 2014 in the 

Carraig Hotel the junior hurlers of 

Comeragh College, Carrick-on-Suir were 

presented with Munster hurling medals 

for winning the junior Munster hurling 

championship.  Three time all star and 

Waterford hurler Michael (Brick) Walsh 

presented the hurlers with their medals. 

This group has been very close to 

winning championships since they 

Junior Munster Hurling Champions

started	school	in	Comeragh	College	and	their	hard	work	finally	paid	off	last	year	after	beating	the	Cork	champions,	Davis	College,	

Mallow	in	the	Munster	final.	The	team	are	now	in	preparation	for	the	under	seventeen	competition	this	year.		We	also	wish	best	of	

luck to two squad members Gavin O Halloran and Dean Walsh who are currently on the Tipperary Minor squad.

Comeragh College Junior Hurling Team: Jack Cooke, Raymond Cooke, Dean Faulkner, Dean Fitzgerald, Cian Foley, Luke Gahan, 

Seán	Griffin,	Declan	Hennebry,	Scott	Hogan,	Conor	Mackey,	Stefan		Maher,	Tommy	McGrath,	Patrick	O’Connell,	Eric	O’Halloran,	

Gavin, O’Halloran, Eddie Power, James Power, David Skehan, Daniel Walsh, Ryan Waters, Luke Power, Jamie Houlihan, 

Glen Kerwick, James Kirby, Liamie Butler, Kurtis Walsh, Jack Murphy

Youthreach Cappawhite held an 

Art	exhibition	recently	to	offset	the	

gloominess that can often strike post 

Christmas.		This	fine	display	featured	

work that the students had created 

throughout the year. The exhibition, held 

in Tipperary town, was opened by  Kelly 

MacDonagh-Mongan.  Kelly has become 

a household name in Ireland following 

her success in RTE’s The Voice as well 

as the RTE documentary What Kelly Did 

Next. Kelly, herself a former student in 

Youthreach, is well aware of the artistic 

talent that exists among the students.  

Youthreach Cappawhite Art Expo

She also acknowledged the support that Youthreach has given to her as she went on an epic journey from singing at award 

ceremonies	in	her	local	Youthreach	centre	to	reaching	the	final	two	in	The	Voice	song	competition.	Kelly	is	an	example	of	the	

success that can be achieved through dedication, talent and pursuing your dreams.  She is a great role model for traveller girls 

throughout the country. 

The exhibition consists of paintings, drawings and prints created over the space of a few months  in the Youthreach centre, 

facilitated by the art teacher Melissa Corish. The main themes that the art works display are identity, popular culture and the local 

environment.  These are all themes that students would be familiar with through both their artistic studies, their inherent interest 

and skills as well as their everyday life experiences. From the music of Bob Marley to images of the Tipperary landscape, this 

show represents a body of work that aims to share with us a glimpse of the imagination and creative endeavours of youth culture.  

In the words of Pablo Picasso ‘All children are artists. The problem is how to remain an artist once they grow up.’  In Youthreach 

Cappawhite our students have managed to keep hold of that artistic ability. 

Through	the	support	of	the	community,	staff	and	ETB	this	exhibition	helps	to	motivate	our	students	as	they	continue	to	express	

themselves through art.  We would like to thank everybody who made this day possible.   
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On the 28th January the Men’s Sheds in South Tipperary held a Networking Day 

in Cahir.  This event was organised and facilitated by Veronica Crowe, Community 

Education Facilitator with Tipperary ETB.  Approximately 40 men from Men’s Sheds in 

Tipperary Town, Cahir, Clonmel, Cashel and The Commons/Ballingarry attended.  

A representative from each of the Men’s Sheds shared their ‘shed story’, outlining 

how the Shed was formed, their weekly routine, tips for fundraising and much more. 

There were lots of new and interesting ideas and topics discussed, from 

jigsaws to biodiversity!    

Men’s Shed Networking Day 
       A Huge Sucess

Guest speakers on the day included Tom Ryan and Amy Scanlon, Adult Guidance and Information Service, Tipperary ETB, who 

gave a snapshot of the various services available to adults returning to education.  John Evoy, CEO of the Irish Men’s Shed 

Association, spoke about the history of Men’s Shed and how the Association can assist the Sheds.  David Maher,  who recently 

joined	the	Irish	Men’s	Sheds	Association	team	having	won	the	Vodafone	‘World	of	a	Difference’	competition	spoke	about	his	

role in working with the Men’s Sheds across Ireland with the aim of getting more young men into the sheds. The main goal of 

the Networking Day was to share ideas, 

information and experiences, and this 

was certainly achieved.  The knowl-

edge shared on the day was invaluable, 

especially to the newer Sheds. Veronica 

Crowe and Tipperary ETB would like to 

thank everyone involved in making the 

day a huge success - the Men’s Sheds, 

the	IMSA,	and	Lil	and	the	staff	at	the	

Cahir Day Care who provided the venue 

and refreshments. 

We are looking forward to more ‘Men’s 

Shed Networking Days’.

Lisa Roche, an LCA student in her second year on 

the Youthreach programme in Roscrea, did an excellent 

project on cancer for her Social Education Task.  

She was selected to be part of the Irish delegation that 

went to the European Parliament under the auspices of 

the Sweetman Trust.  Lisa spent three days in Germany 

and Strasbourg .  

Youthreach Roscrea student 
goes to Strasbourg

L to R:  Ester Mackey (Youthreach Co-ordinator),  Lisa Roche, 

Jackie Lynch (social Education Teacher).

L to R: John Evoy, CEO, Irish Men’s Shed Association; Veronica Crowe, Community 

Education Facilitator; David Maher, Irish Men’s Shed Association.

Back Row : From L to R:  Kevin Roche, Cahir Men’s Shed; David Maher, IMSA; George Ivors, The Commons/Ballingarry Men’s Shed; Noel Fanning, 
Clonmel Men’s Shed.  Front Row : from L to R: Patrick Ryan, Cahir Men’s Shed; John Evoy, CEO, IMSA; Tommy O’Brien, Tipperary Men’s Shed.
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On Monday, 3rd February 2014, the 

first	year	students	from	Comeragh	

College travelled to Dingle for three 

days. They were immersed in a strong 

native Irish speaking culture where they 

experienced some cultural activities 

while listening to and speaking with 

native Irish speakers.

They explored the Dingle Peninsula 

where they saw some remarkable 

scenery, such as old bee hive huts 

where the monks lived.  They visited 

Peig Sayers’s grave, saw the sleeping 

giant island and houses from the famine 

time plus many more places of historical 

interest. Also visited was the aquarium 

where the students had a guided tour AS 

GAEILGE. Other activities included a céilí 

and tráth Na gceist. The students and 

teachers had a wonderful memorable 

trip in Dingle. 

Comeragh College, Carrick-on-Suir 
First Year Trip to Dingle

The Castle Green Women Group, 

Cashel participated in a six week Beauty 

and Health Care course.  The course 

took place in Castle Green Community 

Respond House Cashel.   The course 

covered skin and health care, beauty 

tips, looking after your hair, other skills 

included some personal development 

and social interaction.   This was funded 

by Tipperary ETB Community Education 

and the tutor was Linda Murphy.

Beauty and Health Care in Cashel



Pictured (L-R): D. Breen (Teacher), J.Keogh, K.O` Keefe, G. Nugent ,E. Devereaux and K.Cahill 

(Teacher).
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On Thursday, the 30th January, 2014 

sixteen students from Comeragh 

College,	Carrick-on-Suir		set	off	to	

Coláiste Mhuire in Thurles to take part 

in a quiz organised by Tipperary E.T.B. 

Sports and Cultural Committee. There 

were two junior teams with four students 

on each team and two senior teams with 

four students on each team. The 

questions covered a broad range of 

topics such as music, sport, geography, 

history,	film	and	many	more.	

Masterminds In Comeragh College

The questions tested and challenged all one hundred and forty students representing ten schools. Comeragh College just 

missed out on the pole position in the junior section by one point and took second place. Ethan Devereau, Joseph Keogh, Gerard 

Nugent and Kevin O` Keefe proudly accepted their medals. Our seniors represented the school well also.

As part of the General Education Task 

the 5th year LCA class decided to create 

and	design	a		floor	marquetry	of	the	

school crest. The LCA class collectively 

spent more than 200 hours working on 

this task. They had to work with a very 

tough material called marmoleum 

(industrial lino). They measured out the 

design	first	on	paper	and	then	timber	

templates, carefully cut out all the pieces 

and then put them back together like a 

jigsaw	on	the	prepared	floor.	It	was	very	

hard work but this excellent group of 

students managed to achieve it all by 

hand.  The students positioned the 

marquetry of the school crest at one of 

the main entrances to welcome visitors 

to our school.

The students have learned a huge 

amount about craft work and they really 

enjoyed the experience.  The class found 

the whole experience very rewarding. 

FÁILTE: Leaving Certificate Applied 
Choláiste Phobal Roscré
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Newport College Leaving Cert 

Student, Liam Bradshaw, is walking on air 

after taking gold in the all-Ireland U17, 

40x20 handball doubles championship. 

Liam, and his partner Ceallach Henessy 

from Ballyporeen, emerged victorious on 

Saturday (29th March), in Clarecastle.

Liam was introduced to handball in 1st 

year in Newport College by his teacher 

Andy Purcell. His potential was evident 

from early on, and encouraged by 

Mr. Purcell, Liam soon honed his skills 

in the impressive four alley Handball 

complex, on Newport College’s campus.  

Liam developed a love of the game, and 

showed his willingness to share his 

Handball Gold for Newport College and 
Newport Handball Club

The Kilross Community group were 

very busy in March planting a community 

based nursery.  The aim is to grow native 

trees from seed, and enhance their 

village	by	growing	wildflower	verges	for	

the entrance to the village.   This is 

funded by Community Education and 

tutored by Marian Clarke.

Community Education Roots in Kilross

passion and skills with younger players whom he helps to coach.

Success is not new to Liam, who has won numerous titles at North county, County and Munster level, as well as tasting victory at 

all-Ireland team competitions.

The icing on the cake in Clarecastle on Sunday was simply just rewards for the modest young man. Liam states that his success 

would not have been possible without the dedication, and expertise of his coach, trainer and manager in Newport Club, Davie 

O’Donoghue who regularly acted as driver for Liam for some matches. 
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Congratulations to the 5th year

German Debating team who have 

reached	the	quarter	finals	of	the	

All-Ireland G.D.I-Siemens German 

Debating Competition. The team - Paul 

Crampton, Ciara Ryan, Daire Murray and 

Eoin Hobbs travelled last Monday to 

Heywood Community School with their 

teacher Ms.O’Meara. Roscrea were 

proposing the motion “Part-time jobs 

and success in school are 

incompatible”. After an entertaining and 

extremely close debate, the Coláiste 

Phobal team emerged victorious. We 

wish them well in the next round which 

has yet to be announced.

Coláiste Phobal Roscré Students on a 
German Campaign

The 50th BT Young Scientist & Technology Exhibition took place from 8 – 11 

January, 2014 at the RDS, Dublin, with Paul Clarke, from Dublin taking home the top 

prize with his project “Contributions to the Cyclic Graph Theory”.

Coláiste Dún Iascaigh students Ceili Cowan, Kayleigh Bourke, and Kenneth Conlon, 

all	of	Transition	Year,	were	finalists	at	the	event,	with	their	project	“Do	You	Get	The	

MSG?” Their project was an awareness campaign on monosodium glutamate (MSG).

It was an unforgettable experience for all at the exhibition which lasted four days. 

On Thursday, Ceili, Kayleigh, and Kenneth were visited by Independent T.D. Mattie 

McGrath and later by Tom Hayes TD, Minister of State for Agriculture, Food, and the 

Marine. The Students were praised by the judges for their passion for the subject 

and for the manner in which they presented their research and were able to react 

positively and eloquently to the questioning by the judges. 

The students were supported by over 80 of their schoolmates who came to see the 

exhibition	and	who	were	rightly	proud	of	their	efforts.	Ceili,	Kayleigh	and	Kenneth	

thanked	their	teacher	Ms.	Rachel	Burke	for	the	huge	effort	that	she	put	in	to	helping	

Young Scientists at
 Coláiste Dún Iascaigh, Cahir

and supporting them. They also acknowledged the invaluable assistance of Ms. Stephanie Hassett and the other science 

teachers in the Coláiste.
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January 15th 2014 was a ground breaking day in the history of Youthreach in Tipperary.  John Lonergan was guest speaker at 

an event with 95 Youthreach students where all three centres from Tipperary – Cappawhite from the south and Roscrea and 

Templemore	form	the	north	-	converged	under	the	one	umbrella	of	Tipperary	Education	Training	Board	(TETB)	for	the	first	time	to	

celebrate 25 years in existence of the Youthreach provision.

John Lonergan helps Tipperary ETB 
Youthreach celebrate

 The afternoon was organised by Yvonne Meade (Resource Person) and Ester Mackey (Coordinator) from Roscrea Education 

Centre	and	was	held	in	the	Garda	College	in	Templemore.		John	Lonergan	covered	many	different	topics	such	as	what	life	was	

like for inmates in prison and what life was like in prison as an employee and some of the changes that have occurred.  John 

further discussed self-preservation in terms of the importance of looking after oneself through things such as doing sport and 

being	involved	in	any	physical	activity	with	others.	This,	he	maintained,	has	positive	ripple	effects	in	terms	of	gaining	confidence,	

making friends, understanding loss and being resilient to what life throws at you. As a token of appreciation, students collected 

money for Barnardos and this was given to John to forward to them.  We would like to take this opportunity to thank John for his 

time and for being so open with the Youthreach students and we would also like to thank the communities in County Tipperary 

for the support they have given to their local Youthreach centres over the years.  

 

 

John Lonergan cutting the cake celebrating 25 years of Youthreach.

LtoR:		Ester	Mackey	(Roscrea	Youthreach),	Antoinette	Coffey	(AEO),	John	

Lonergan, Ciaran Kennedy (Cappawhite Youthreach), Michael O’Doherty 

(Templemore Youthreach).

John Lonergan being presented with a donation for Barnardos.

LtoR:Eimer	Kelly,	Antoinette	Coffey	(AEO),	Sharon-Christine	Harding,	

Edward Doheney and John Lonergan.

On	Thursday,	23	January,	2014	the	fifth	year	music	students	from	Comeragh	

College, Carrick-on-Suir  attended a concert in the CIT, Cork School of Music. This 

concert was a showcase concert for CIT`s new and hugely popular BA in Popular 

Music. The students were also given the opportunity to visit the practice rooms in 

the college and talked to the lecturers and students at the college. The students 

thoroughly enjoyed the evening’s entertainment.

Comeragh College Music Students Visit 
Cork School of Music
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Fish for Thought is a short 2 minute stop-go animation 

made by 6 Transition Year students entered into the 

MARLISCO Video Contest. This encourages and facilitates 

young people to get in touch with the issue of marine litter in 

the European Seas and share their visions with the broader 

public.  Six of the Transition Year students, Aisling Caplice, 

Krista Keating, Mary Condon O’ Connor, Tim Vos, Sarah 

Coleman and Zoe Velthuysen have not only entered the 

competition but won both the Audience Award and the 

overall Irish Award in the competition. Mentored by Art 

Teacher Anne Maher and Science teacher Geraldine O’ 

Conner they will represent their school and their Country at 

the Europe Wide International  Film Competition in Bremen 

, Germany in May 2014. Votes from the public are part of 

this competition so we encourage you to vote for FISH FOR 

THOUGHT	IRE	on	YOUTUBE.	The	film	will	also	be	shown	at	

the Youth Film Festival which will be held in Galway later 

this year.

Coláiste Dún Iascaigh,
 Cahir students off to Germany

On Thursday 12th December 2013, The Coláiste Phobal Roscrea Transition Years visited the Irish Aid Centre in Dublin. They 

arrived at their destination and were divided into two groups and given an introduction on what would be happening. They were 

to play a game about life in a Third world country. At the start each team was given a folder, describing the family status in the 

famine.	Some	families	were	better	off	than	others.	They	were	given	the	opportunity	to	choose	from	an	ox	and	cart,	irrigation	

Coláiste Phobal Roscré 
Transition Year Trip to Irish Aid Centre

scheme, a tractor, a job in the mines, 

an	education	or	a	farm.	First	come	first	

served was the rule. Each team had to 

roll a dice to determine the next step in 

the	game.	Each	number	had	a	different	

consequence, a question, a situation, a 

tragedy, a reward etc. The reward given 

was food. Drought struck the game and 

each team who did not have an irrigation 

system had to half their crops and fall 

into starvation. This left only one team 

not struggling for food by chance.  Next 

they watched a video about the life of 

Memory, an 18 year old girl living in a 

Third world country. Memory’s story was 

inspiring	because	she	was	determined	to	finish	school	unlike	her	elder	sister	who	had	to	go	out	and	work	to	provide	for	Memory	

and her three younger sisters. After the video some teamwork games were played and that concluded the day at the Irish Aid 

Centre. Lots was learned and thank you to Year Head Mr. Flynn and the accompanying teachers on the trip. 

 

 Coláiste Phobal Roscrea Transition Year Group outside the Irish Aid Centre.

Fish for Thought



ETBI President Cllr. Noel O’Connor (left) and General Secretary Michael 
Moriarty photographed with President Michael D. Higgins at Arás an 
Uachtaráin.
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Arás an Uachtaráin

ETBI Standing Council visited Arás an 

Uachtaráin, at the invitation of President 

Higgins, to mark the passing of the IVEA 

and VECs, along with the 

commencement of ETBI and the ETBs.

President Higgins and his wife Sabina 

were	very	engaging	and	made	an	effort	

to make everyone feel welcome.  The 

President then gave a thoughtful and 

ETBI Standing Council visit

informative speech praising the VECs and also recalling his past dealings with them in his former life as a lecturer in University 

College Galway.  He wished the sector well as it embarks on a new beginning. ETBI President Noel O’Connor responded by 

saying,	‘We	are	extremely	happy	that	you,	as	Uachtarán	na	hEireann,	have	seen	fit	to	mark	the	passing	of	the	VECs	and	their	

national representative body, IVEA, by meeting with us today.  We are delighted to be here with you in Arás an Uachtaráin.

(Article courtesy of ETBI news Spring 2014)

Ms. Fionuala McGeever CEO Tipperary ETB, Ms. Josephine Chamney 
Tipperary ETB committe member, President Michael D.Higgins,        
Mr. William Kennedy Chairperson Tipperary ETB.

Coláiste Mhuire, Thurles
‘The geometry of goal scoring’

Congratulations to Brendan Callanan 
and	Curtis	Ryan	who	reached	the	final	of	
the BT Young Scientist with their Project 
“ The geometry of goal scoring”.

Denis Quinn, Brendan Callanan, Colm O’Neill, 

CEO BT Ireland

Curtis Ryan,
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During February 2014, 19 delegates from Turkey, Spain, Scotland, Romania, Poland, Czech Republic, Italy and Ireland visited 

the	Adult	Learning	Scheme	headquarters	in	Clonmel.	These	were	people	working	or	studying	in	the	field	of	adult	literacy,	taking	

Adult Literacy Practitioners from seven 
Countries visit Tipperary ETB

part in a week-long Grundtvig workshop 

hosted by the Roots Reel, in Kilkenny.  

Roots Reel Directors Helen Maher and 

Yuvi Basanth are both Tutors on the BA 

Honours Programme in Adult Education 

at the Waterford Institute of Technology. 

Their week-long innovative workshop 

focussed on approaches to promoting 

equality and social inclusion through 

teaching literacy in adult education.  

At the beginning of their one-day study 

visit Eileen Condon, Adult Education 

Officer	formally	welcomed	the	group	

to the Barracks campus in Clonmel and 

Veronica Crowe, Community Education 

Facilitator was also present to

 greet the delegates.  The visit to the ETB provided the group with an opportunity to meet and exchange ideas with Mary Roche 

Cleary, the Adult Literacy Organiser and with Resource workers Lavinia English, Lillian Hahessy and Peter Cleary.  A 2 hour 

dialogue was hosted about adult literacy provision in Ireland and best practice models. Mary presented an overview of adult 

literacy programmes in Tipperary; what we do, how we do it, the challenges and opportunities and the philosophy underpinning 

our work. Lavinia, Lillian and Peter shared their knowledge, experience and insights as Tutors and our visitors shared experiences 

from	their	respective	countries.		The	session	was	finished		with	a	tour	of	the	premises	and	Mary	was	presented	with	a	gift	for	the	

Adult Learning Scheme – a beautiful hand woven South African Zulu bowl.

The group headed back to Kilkenny, singing “It’s a Long Way to Tipperary” as they left!

A selection of 1st and 2nd year 

students who had the privilege of 

cooking alongside Celebrity Chef 

Mr Edward Hayden. The students made 

homemade Burgers, Fajitas, Pizza and 

Muffins.	Included	in	the	photo	are	

teachers Ms Veronica Bulter and 

Ms Aoife Howe.

Celebrity Chef Visits Comeragh College



       Tipperary ETB Spring/Summer 2014             16

Templemore College of Further

Education (formerly St. Sheelan’s 

College) is proud to announce that two 

of their entries for the ‘Junk Kouture’ 

National Design Competition were 

selected for the Southern Regional 

Finals. Over 2,500 entries were narrowed 

down to the top 320 designs throughout 

the whole of Ireland. Approximately 80 

Students at Templemore College turn 
‘Junk’ into ‘Couture’

designs compete in each region for the 

overall Grand Final. Students from the 

Céim Eile Youthreach Progression 

Programme worked on their designs. 

One of their designs created by Eimear 

Kelly, Sarah Flannery and Emma Mitchell 

was named ‘Captivate’ which

represented young women on their 

journey through life. She is a warrior in 

thought, action and deed. Equipped with 

intellect, the strength of thunder and the 

speed of lightning she moves 

successfully through life. Bottle caps 

were sourced from local businesses, 

washed and separated, gold foil from 

bottle caps, wire, plastic straws, 

polystyrene packaging and batteries 

were utilised to their maximum potential. 

Attention to detail was always at the 

forefront. The other design created by 

Roseanna Toohey and Chantelle Meaney 

was	named	‘Trashy	Diva’	offers	a	funky	

alternative to the blushing bride. 

Ruffled	plastic	bubble	wrap	and	torn	

paper layered and distorted evoke 

confidence	and	glamour.	Also	used	

was	plastic	bubble	wrap,	cling	film,	wire,	

chicken wire, paper, plastic pens, electric 

fencing cable. This Diva strives to be 

different	and	is	an	exception	to	the	rule!	

Junk Kouture is a national competition 

for second level students in Ireland 

and Northern Ireland which challenges 

teenagers to create high-end 

wearable fashion from everyday junk 

that	would	normally	find	its	way	into	the	

bin. Junk Kouture aims to inspire and 

ignite passion in these teenagers while 

at the same time subtly educating them 

about the importance of recycling and  

reusing waste for the good of the 

planet. In the last three years, Junk 

Kouture has established itself as the 

premier fashion competition for 

teenagers throughout Ireland. 
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Congratulations	to	students	from	Nenagh	College	in	achieving	first	and	second	

place in the junior category of the Tipperary North Student Enterprise Awards 

2013-2014, which was held in the Abbey Court Hotel on Thursday 6 March, 2014.  

This competition helps students to gain skills associated with running a real 

company including working as part of a team, organising a sales and marketing 

campaign	and	managing	production	and	finances.

Chloe Kenneally, Victoria Mulqueen and Saoirse Collins who are members of 

“Clovicaoirse”	came	first	with	their	creative	mini-business	which	produced	unique	

rubber band bracelets. Sarah Taylor and her company “Poppy’s” was runner up with 

her beautiful handmade jewellery. Both companies produced a product, 

wrote a business plan and sold their product. This gave the girls, a real taste of the 

business	world.	Their	teacher,	Ms.	O’Keeffe	and	the	college	are	very	proud	of	all	

their hard work.   

Winners at the Tipperary North 
Student Enterprise Awards

The inaugural Tipperary ETB PLC soccer tournament was held on Thursday 20th 

March, 2014 in Clonmel. Templemore College of Further Education and CTI Clonmel 

both had 3 teams in the competition.  Templemore College was under the 

management of Micheal Lenihan while CTI was managed by Ricky Ronayne, both 

knowledgeable mentors for the students in all matters pertaining to soccer.

The	competition	was	run	on	a	league	basis	with	the	final	being	decided	by	

Templemore College Security Studies team and Clonmel A team. The Clonmel A 

team	were	undefeated	going	onto	the	final	and	had	previously	beaten	the	

Templemore Security Studies team 2-1 during the league stages, although that 

result could have gone either way. 

The	final	was	strongly	contested	by	both	teams	and	the	transition	year	referees	had	

a tough job to do during the game. 

Templemore eventually held out to win 2-1 after some great saves from both 

keepers and Clonmel A hitting the post twice.

Well done to all the players involved, a special word of thanks to Ricky who organised 

the event and to his transition year referees. 

Micheal and Ricky hope that more schools with PLC students would get involved 

next year in the competition. 

PLC Soccer Tournament
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First year students of Comeragh 

College, Carrick-on-Suir  proudly 

showed	off	their	first	book	to	be	ever	

written in French.  The group attended 

the JCSP Make a Book exhibition in 

Cork on Thursday 27th March, 2014 

along with other students from the 

South of Ireland.

The	exhibition	showed	off	works	by	

students from a variety of subjects on 

the curriculum and featured truly 

impressive interactive displays, a

testament to the energy, talent and 

creativity of their young authors. The 

high point of the day for students was 

Make a Book Exhibition 2014

seeing their hard work in print accompanied by an ICT display and pictures cataloguing the whole process.

The Make a Book project also linked in with the JCSP camera initiative so students combined their rapidly increasing French 

lexique with their animation and photography skills editing all the elements together into their book.

The overall result, a book taking a sneaky peak into La Famille Simpson, caught our favourite characters Homer, Marge, Grandad, 

Bart, Maggie, Lisa, and a few special guests, in their home at their favourite activities.

Our	junior	authors	are	definitely	ones	to	watch	for	the	future!

On Friday 21 March, 2014, a speaker 

came to Coláiste Phobal Roscré, to do a 

workshop on Pedal Power.  The speaker 

was Paul Finch, an artist and sculptor. 

He began by showing a powerpoint 

presentation on how bicycles were used 

down through the ages and how 

bicycles and other equipment could be 

used today to generate electricity.

He explained to the students how 

he works with items in nature and 

from scrap yards, to turn them into 

useful objects.

Pedal Power in Coláiste Phobal Roscré

He	brought	along	a	reconditioned	bike	and	office	chair.		He	used	the	chair	to	generate	light	and	the	bike	to	generate	wind,	using	a	

modern fan. The students really enjoyed this workshop, which was sponsored by North Tipperary County Council. They learned 

that you don’t necessarily need diesel or petrol to generate electricity, you can use the power of the pedal!

Paul	Finch	(speaker)	and		Deirdre	Cox,	Environmental	Awareness	Officer	from	North	Tipperary	
County Council at the Pedal Power talk to Coláiste Phobal Roscré TY group. 
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To mark the tenth anniversary of the 

opening of Gaelcholáiste Chéitinn, 

Cluain Meala a mayoral reception was 

accorded to the school by the Mayor, 

Cllr. Pat English on 07 March, 2014.  

Guests were greeted by traditional Irish 

Music played by students of the school.  

The visual impact of a full sized currach 

handcrafted by three Idirbhliain 

students (Transition year) under the 

tutelage of Múinteoir Colm stopped 

everybody in their tracks.  Before 

formalities commenced, Mayor Cllr. Pat 

English unveiled the name of the 

currach	‘Mathúin’,	dedicated	to	the	first	

Múinteoir I bhFeighil, 

Mathúin O’ Caoimh.

Chairperson of Tipperary ETB, Cllr John 

Fahey praised the leap of faith by all 

involved in setting up the school, a 

sentiment echoed by Ms. Josephine 

Chamney, Chairperson of the Board of 

Management. Praise for the School was 

also expressed by members of Clonmel 

Borough Council who were in 

attendance.  Ms. Fionuala McGeever, 

CEO Tipperary ETB praised all 

aspects of the project and expressed 

her thanks to parents and Primary 

schools who choose to send their 

children to Gaelcholáiste Chéitinn.

Gaelcholáiste Chéitinn, Cluain Meala 
celebrates its tenth anniversary
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As spring approached for 2014 and the weather improved 

the avid gardeners in Carrick on Suir began to plan out what to 

sow in the allotments in St. Josephs senior college at 

Comeragh College.

This is the third year for these plots to be made available to 

parents of students at the school and to members of the local 

community. A wonderful opportunity to develop gardening 

skills	situated	less	than	fifty	metres	from	the	main	

street of Carrick-on-Suir on the main Clonmel road with ample 

parking for participants. 

Allotments Project at Comeragh College 
Carrick-on-Suir

In	2014	we	have	yet	again	secured	the	services	of	Mr.	Paul	Dalton	a	qualified		horticulturalist	to	once	again	advise	and	help	all	

plot holders to develop their  skills and grow their plots. The allotments have access to a growing tunnel and propagation 

facilities thanks to a SOLAS Local training initiative also running on the school grounds. It has also proven to be a great social 

outlet for participants meeting other growers for a chat and sharing knowledge and stories while working.  There are a very 

limited number of allotments available to parents of students in Comeragh College for this growing season and any information 

can be received from William Quigley the Home School Liaison teacher at the school on 0877840601 or 051640131. 

All Learners Together – BTEI Clonmel
On Friday 14th March 2014, learners in 

the BTEI, Clonmel  (Back to 

Education Initiative) held an ‘All 

Learners Together (ALT) Showcase’ in 

the Army Barracks Campus in Clonmel.  

The showcase was organised to 

present the work of learners 

participating in BTEI General Learning 

Programmes.
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Coláiste Phobal Roscré    2-16

Cross and Passion, Ballycastle        1-10

After years of winning many Munster 

Vocational schools titles the all Ireland 

silver wear could not have come at 

a better time. This time last year, the 

school was bitterly dissappointed to 

have lost to St.Fergal’s, Rathdowney 

in	the	all	Ireland	Vocational	semi-final,	

following a replay.

For	2014	it	was	definetly	celebration	

time and Coláiste Phobal had won their 

first	ever	all	Ireland	final.

First All Ireland title for 
Coláiste Phobal Roscré

Coláiste Phobal Roscré 2014 Munster Champions with Trainer Mr. Smyth.

Each year Comeragh College, Carrick-on-Suir and Bank of 

Ireland join forces to build a school bank. The Bank is run by a 

group of 5th Years who are carefully chosen through a detailed 

interview process. The interviews were carried out by Mr. Walsh 

and Anne Keating.The interviews took place in the School, with 

Sean	Griffin	being	chosen	as	The	Bank	Manager.	He	was	ably	

assisted by Robert Scahill, Shannon Doherty, Nicole Ryan, Elaine 

Torpey, Stephen Butler and Derek O’ Doherty. 

The team advertised the Bank around the school and sold the 

idea to the students. Each student needs to deposit a minimum of 

€5 to open an account, and if 25 accounts are created the school 

receives €250. The school bank opens every Friday and so far 

interest has been good.We are close to reaching our target of 

25 accounts and hope the money can be used by the school to 

purchase something needed. All students who open an account 

also enter a draw to win an iPad. 

The School Bank

John Walsh (Business Studies Teacher)

Comeragh	College	Students	&	Staff:	Back	Row	(L-R):	S.	Griffin,	

D. O’Doherty, S. Butler, J. Walsh (Business Studies Teacher); Front 

Row (L-R): E. Torpey, S. O’Doherty, N. Ryan and R. Scahill.
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The Adult Learners’ Festival is a nationwide celebration of adult learning coordinated by AONTAS, the National Adult Learning 

Organisation. This year’s eighth festival took place from the 24th February to the 1st March 2014. In the last seven years, the 

Festival	has	become	a	firm	fixture	on	the	adult	learning	calendar	with	events	taking	place	nationwide,	including	anything	from	

information sessions, taster workshops, sample lectures to small gatherings of people who love to learn.

The Adult Learners’ Festival is about:

Celebrating adult learning and the achievements of adult learners

Showcasing the work of adult education providers

Promoting the work of AONTAS and the adult education sector

Ensuring that	adult	education	is	placed	firmly	on	the	political	agenda

Tipperary ETB Adult Education Service held a number of events during the week including:

•	An	exhibition	of	art	work	created	in	workshops	in	Heywood	Lodge,	Community	Nursing	Unit;	St	Anthony’s	Unit;	Western	Studio	

Day Centre and Morton Street Day Centre, Clonmel was showcased in Clonmel Library. 

•	A	‘Stress,	Relaxation	and	Meditation	Workshop’	in	Clonmel,	facilitated	by	Dee	Brady	was	organised	for	adult	education	staff	and	

tutors. 

•	A	trip	to	the	Excel	Centre	in	Tipperary	Town	for	an	informal	coffee	morning,	followed	by	a	screening	of	the	movie	‘The	Book	

Thief’ for tutors and students from the Adult Learning Scheme.

•	A	visit	to	White	Memorial	Theatre,	Clonmel	to	see	‘Juno	and	the	Paycock’,	staged	by	the	Open	House	Players	Theatre	Company.		

Adult learners from the VTOS Leaving Cert programme attended. 

To	find	out	more	about	the	annual	Adult	Learners’	Festival	visit	www.adultlearnersfestival.com	

 

Tipperary ETB Adult Education Service 
Celebrates the 2014 Adult Learners’ 

Festival

 GAA still plays a role in the life of students in St. Ailbe’s 

School. Our Senior Footballers (boys) made it through to the 

Munster Semi-Final losing out narrowly to Kiladysart from 

Clare. Having overcome Kilkee and Ennistymon in earlier 

rounds	they	were	narrowly	defeated	in	their	semi-final.

The ladies footballers however took it one step further in that 

they reached the Munster Final for the second time in three 

years. It was not to be this time as they lost a very close 

contested game to Clonmel. Well done to all involved.

Ladies Football Munster Final  
St. Ailbe’s Tipperary    
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Ireland has for part of its history been one of the largest 

producers of emigrants. Of those that emigrated in the 1850’s up 

to 20,000 emigrated to Argentina. Like Ireland, the religious insti-

tutions	fulfilled	the	educational	role	of	the	state	and	Saint	Mary’s	

and Clonmacnoise were both established in Buenos Aires 1898 

and run by the Sisters of Mercy and both were Irish 

Argentine schools. Over 100 years later and that Argentine 

Hiberno connection is bolstered even more.  Youthreach 

Cappawhite hosted 15 Argentinian students from Saint Mary’s in 

Buenos Aires who visited the centre and cultures were exchanged 

The Argentine Connection  
Cappawhite Youthreach

Big Brother, Big Sister is a programme run in conjunction with 

Foróige	where	training	is	given	to	mentors	(fifth	and	sixth	year	

volunteers)	and	mentees	(first	years).		The	purpose	of	the	

programme is to form supportive friendships in the school 

environment.  This helps to improve students’ wellbeing, improve 

their social support and relationships with others.  

In Nenagh College, the programme is facilitated by the First Year 

Head,	Ms.	M.	Duffy,	Guidance	Counsellor,	Ms.	R.	Maharaj	and	a	

number	of	the	teaching	staff	who	volunteer	their	time	to	organise	

and	supervise	different	team-building	events.

Many activities have been organised in the school including 

pottery, charades, pancake making, a table quiz, board games, 

creating	a	Valentine’s	poster,	film	club	and	a	penalty	shoot-out.				

Big Brother, Big Sister concluded with lunch in Supermacs on 

Wednesday 2nd April, 2014 followed by a visit to Foróige in the 

Town Hall where students played pool, table tennis, X-box, Wii and 

had a tour of Nenagh Castle. 

Feedback from students has been very positive.  It has helped to 

alleviate some of the common fears that are associated with the 

transition from primary to secondary school by allowing the 

incoming First Years to have a peer to talk to about their 

concerns	(homework,	location	of	rooms,	different	subjects	and	

teachers etc).  As a result, many deeper and lasting friendships 

have been formed.  A greater sense of school and community 

spirit has evolved. Overall, it has been a worthwhile and very 

positive experience for student life in Nenagh College.

Big Brother, Big Sister in Nenagh College

Mentors and mentees involved in the Big Brother/ Big Sister 

programme in Nenagh College.

Ms.	Maharaj	with	first	year	students	from	Nenagh	College,	Laura	

Corcoran and Agnes Mulqueen, on a tour of Nenagh College as 

part of their Big Brother/Big Sister programme.

throughout the day. The visit was a huge success with the Argentian girls participating in some woodcraft as they burned their 

names to a hurl while the boys played ball. 

The Argentian boys gave an excellent display of their silky skills as they marginally defeated the home team but they did go back 

to Buenos Aires a little more practised in the art of the shoulder. The afternoon saw Youthreach students Graham Roche and Kyle 

Morey giving the visitors a presentation on the history of Ireland. Maggie Tuohy and Sharon Harding gave a haunting slideshow 

of Ireland that included tales from the underworld of banshees, leprechauns and the Irish Wake. In return, we were treated to an 

experience of life as a teenager in Buenos Aires as the visitors sang football chants and gave a presentation on their local soccer 

club	as	well	as	treating	the	hosts	to	some	fine	epicurean	delights	from	Argentina.	Farewells	were	had	and	strong	requests	were	

made for a return trip to Argentina, a trip we would all look forward to.           
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Coláiste Dún Iascaigh’s Academic awards were held in a packed 

hall in the school. In her opening remarks, Mrs Finnegan-Burke 

while paying tribute to the award winners also paid tribute to all 

the	students.	She	said	that	people	often	come	first	because	those	

around them encourage them to work harder. She also announced 

that each of the Year Group winners would receive a scholarship 

of free Evening Study for the year. These winners were Eireann O’ 

Brien	and	Emma	Quirke	from	First	Year,	Jessica	Coffey	from	

Second Year, Kenneth Conlon from Third Year and Jessica Rowe 

from Fifth Year. 

Mrs Finnegan-Burke also welcomed recent graduates who were 

receiving	their	awards	for	excellence	in	the	Leaving	Certificate.	

These	award	winners	were:	Best	Traditional	Leaving	Certificate	

2013;	Laura	Ryan;	Best	Vocational	Leaving	Certificate	2013;Gavin	

McCarthy;Gerry	Grufferty	Perpetual	Shield	–	Maths/App	maths/

Physics; Henry Ballinger-McFarland; The Sr. Cecilia Perpetual 

Shield	for	achievement	in	Leaving	Certificate	music	was	awarded	

to – Kevin Farrell, Niamh Keating & Michaela Maher; the recipient 

of the Riona Greene Perpetual Shield for excellence in the Leaving 

Certificate	Business	subject	was	Brian	Littleton;The	Mary	O’Donnell	

Perpetual Shield for Geography was awarded to Conor Casey. The 

Dan Greene Perpetual Shield for excellence in History went jointly 

to Michaela Keating & Sam Prole. The Arthur O’Donnell Perpetual 

Shield for excellence in Engineering; The Patsy McGuirk shield 

for Excellence in Irish Higher Level went to- Niamh Keating  and 

Coláiste Dún Iascaigh, Cahir 
Academic Awards

Excellence in  Irish Ordinary Level went to Gavin McCarthy. The Michael Berry Perpetual Shield for Maths went to Laura Ryan. The 

Award forExcellence in a Foreign Language went to Niamh Keating (French), Kevin Farrell & Jacqui Ni Fhogartaigh  (Spanish).The 

Award for Excellence in Design and Communication Graphics went to Stephen Lambert. The Award for Excellence in 

Construction Studies went to Gerry Cronin & Henry Ballinger-McFarland.The Award for Excellence in English went to Kate 

Scanlon, Jacqui Ni Fhogartaigh and Conor Casey. 

The Award for Excellence in Agricultural Science went to Conor Casey. The Award for Excellence in Biology went to Kevin Farrell. 

The	Award	for	Excellence	in	Chemistry	went	to	Laura	Ryan.	The	Award	for	Excellence	in	Social	and	Scientific	went	to	Niamh	

Keating. The Award for Excellence in Technology went to Adam Littleton. The Award for Excellence in Art went jointly to Emma 

Buckley. The Award for Distinction in LINKS went to Gemma English, Orla Healy and Gavin McCarthy.

Special guest on the night was past student Rachel Hanley. Rachel is currently studying for a PHD in Law in UCC while also 

working as a special assistant to a High Court Judge. Rachel spoke about her very happy memories as a student in Colaiste. She 

said that she would not have completed her many accomplishments without the support and excellent tuition she received in 

school.	To	finish	the	evening	Cllr.	Liam	Aherne	,	chair	of	the	Colaiste’s	Board	of	Management	thanked	Rachel	on	her	kind	words	

and cogratulated the students on their achievements.  

Rachel Hanley, past pupil CDI presenting an award to Laura Ryan.

Recent Graduates receiving awards of excellence.
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Marks and Spencer School Business 

Partnership with Coláiste Chluain Meala 

L.C.A 1 students have just 

completed a Business Programme 

with M&S Clonmel.  This is the fourth 

year that M&S have been involved with 

Coláiste Chluain Meala in this very 

successful programme.  This school 

business partnership gives the students 

an	opportunity	to	see	first-hand	how	a	

real business is operated.  M&S 

employees volunteer their time to 

prepare students for interviews, to 

prepare C.Vs and to show students what 

a day in the life of an employee of M&S 

is like.  Students are given a tour of all 

aspects of the store and this proved 

to be extremely popular with students. 

Their professionalism  and enthusiasm is 

evident through the work they 

undertake with the LCA students . 

The	Staff	and	students	of	Coláiste	

Chluain Meala would like to 

sincerely thank Marks and Spencer for 

their continued help and support for the 

last number of years.

Marks and Spencer School Business 
Partnership

LCA	1	Students	presenting	M&S	Staff	with	flowers	to	thank	them	for	their	involvement	in	the	

business partnership.

LCA1 Class of 2014 outside Coláiste Chluain Meala.

Scoil Ruáin’s JCSP ‘Make a Book’ 
competition 

This	is	our	first	year	JCSP	group	1	Elm.	

The 24 students took part in this years 

‘Make a Book’ competition which was 

held in Millennium Hall, Cork on Thursday 

March 27th. The students’ book entitled 

‘Mary’s Meals’ told the story of a charity 

that provides meals in school for many 

of the world’s impoverished children. 

The children also fundraised and held a 

skipathon for the charity.

The photos show twenty one of the twenty four students outside Cork City Hall.  Pictured with 

the students are teachers Paul O’Dwyer and Sinéad Corrigan. 
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On the 11th of March 2014, My class and I went to the 

school library to attend an Archaeology dig. There were two 

demonstrators there; Mick and Joanne. They separated us 

into two groups. My group worked with Mick.

Mick had prepared a PowerPoint presentation and had set 

up tables to show us a collection of ancient artefacts. Mick 

talked about the Mesolithic period and how Ireland looked 

back then. He talked about animals and how some of them 

don’t exist anymore. He didn’t linger on boring points or facts, 

he simply told us many  interesting things about the past. My 

group and I found it quite funny when he moved on to 

Medieval times and told us that The Lord and The Lady would 

Archaeology Site Dig 
Coláiste Dún Iascaigh

hire an entertainer who was paid to pass wind so everyone could enjoy their meal. 

He then brought us to the collection of artefacts and showed us each one in detail, My favourites were the sheep’s skull and the 

flint	and	stone.	After	his	intriguing	presentation	of	artefacts,	we	made	our	way	over	to	the	Archaeology	Dig	Site.	In	front	of	us	was	

a	large	rectangular	box	filled	with	soil.	We	started	excavating	slowly	and	discovered	bones	and	a	sword.	Mick	explained	to	us	how	

he knew the bones belonged to a male and that he had died in battle. I found this experience very interesting and entertaining.  

By Emily Linehan, 1st year

On Saturday April 5th, 2014, 38 very 

brave people attempted and 

successfully completed a walk over hot 

coals in Aid of North Tipperary Hospice.

Ms. Bernie Harty, Tipperary ETB , front 5th 

from the right and Mr. Seamus Morris 

Tipperary ETB Committee, back 2nd from 

the left.

The A-Factor was held in Ballykisteen Hotel on Friday March 21st 2014. This is 

a talent competition involving the three secondary schools in Tipperary Town, St 

Ailbe’s, St. Anne’s and The Abbey CBS. This proved to be a very enjoyable evening 

for all involved and receives great support from all three schools. St Ailbe’s 

representatives The BB’s were runners-up in the event.

A-Factor – Tipperary                           

Fire-walking in Aid of North Tipperary 
Hospice
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Captain Caoimhe Condon following the all 

Ireland camogie win.

Captain Michael O’Connor with the McGowan 

Shield.

Colm Cooper training with Coláiste Dún Iascaigh Ladies football.

This has been without doubt the most 

successful year in the Colaiste’s sporting 

history. To date we have won a Camogie 

All Ireland Final, reached the All Ireland 

Final in Junior Girls’ football and Senior 

Girls’ football, won Munster Finals in 

Girl’s Senior and Junior Football, won 

the	South	East	Regional	final	in	Boys’	

Junior Basketball, won the McGowan 

shield in Boys’ Senior Football, reached 

the	quarter	final	in	The	Cleary	Cup	in	

Rugby,	reached	the	quarter	final	in	First	

Year Boys’ Munster Cup, played our 

first	competitive	matches	in	Badminton	

and Hockey, had a hugely successful  

in school Badminton Competition and 

hosted a 60 km fun cycle for over 

100 cyclists. 

Sports In Coláiste Dún Iascaigh, 
Cahir

The crowning glory of the Year has been 

without doubt the All Ireland Final victory 

in Camogie. History was indeed made on 

Saturday 15th March 2014 on a fantastic 

surface at McDonagh Park Nenagh 

when Colaiste Dun Iascaigh’s Junior 

Camogie team captured the Colaiste’s 

first	ever	All	Ireland	camogie	title	

defeating Calasanctius, Oranmore 6-20 

to 3-9 in the Junior B competition. The 

final	whistle	was	met	with	great	

celebrations	as	CDI	had	finally	achieved	

what had eluded them on two previous 

occasions and captured the All Ireland 

title. Captain Caoimhe Condon thanked 

Nenagh for the excellent pitch, 

Calasanctius for being sporting 

opponents and Coach Keith Morrissey 

and selector Denny Whelan for their 

hard work. This great journey began back on a cold day in October on a pitch in 

Dromcollogher Co. Limerick with many trials and tribulations to get to 

the	final.

The senior boys’ footballers from Coláiste Dún Iascaigh captured the McGowan 

Shield for the second time. The McGowan Shield was presented to Captain Michael 

O’Connor who accepted it on behalf of a delighted Coláiste team. 
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World book Day, despite the name, spans over the 

whole	of	the	Month	March.	Since	the	first	ever	world	

book day, which occurred on 23rd April 1995, we have 

gone through sixteen, each one inspiring more and 

more young readers than the last.

World book day was started by UNESCO, an 

organisation dedicated wholly to further educating the 

world of young people in terms of culture and science.  

At St. Ailbe’s secondary school we take it very 

seriously. Even in the busy month of March, 2014, the 

students and teachers found the time to contribute. On 

Friday the 7th of March – which many would consider 

the main day of World book day – the TY class spent 

the day reading to local primary school children.

World Book Day  
St. Ailbe’s School’s Contribution 

> Planning Permission has been approved for the new PPP (Public Private Partnership) Comeragh School in Carrick-on-Suir.

> Round 1 of the Summer Works 2014 has been approved for two schools, Borrisokane Community College and 

    Coláiste Chluain Meala.

> The 2014 Further Education Service Plan has been approved for Tipperary ETB.

> Funding for the renovation of the old three storey work house building in Borrisokane Community College has been approved.      

    This will provide for three new classrooms for the school.

> Emergency electrical works approved for Scoil Ruáin, Killenaule and Coláiste Chluain Meala.

> Emergency sewage/drainage works approved for Coláiste Mhuire, Thurles and St. Ailbe’s School Tipperary.

>	SOLAS	National	five	year	Further	Education	Strategy	will	be	announced	in	May.
> Transfer of FAS Training Centres and training functions to ETBs is ongoing.

> Merger of North Tipperary and South Tipperary VECs is continuing at corporate level. 

> Ms.	Eileen	Condon	has	been	appointed	as	Acting	Temporary	Education	Officer	for	Tipperary	ETB.

>	Following	elections	in	May	2014	the	new	ETB	Board	will	be	formed	in	August,	2014.	Staff	elections	will	take	place	at	the	end	of															
     May 2014.

> All county ETB school events commenced in 2014. 

Recent News



The seventh annual World Autism 

Awareness Day in on 2 April, 2014.  

Every year, autism organisations around 

the world celebrate the day with unique 

fundraising and awareness – raising 

events.  As parts of a CSPE project 

two students from the Autism Centre 

organised a poster competition to raise 

awareness of autism for world autism 

day.  All students in the school were 

encouraged to take part and include 

‘World Autism Awareness Day on 2nd 

April’ on their poster to be in with a 

chance to win a voucher or art materials.

Autism Day 
Borrisokane Community College

One of the most famous of all the kings 

that ever ruled in Ireland was Brian Boru. 

He came from Killaloe just up the River 

Shannon from Limerick. The battle took 

place in April of the year 1014 and so 

it	is	only	fitting	that	we	nod	humbly	this	

year to this high King. Our contribution 

to this history is laid bare for all to see at 

Tobermurrah Well at the Pier Head in 

Killaloe. Tobermurragh or Murroughs 

Community Education Building on 
a little bit of history  

well, according to tradition is where Brian Boru’s eldest son Murrough was baptised. Murrough was the leader of the Dalcassian 

forces at the Battle of Clontarf and like his father, he too was killed that day. At the end of the nineteenth century the well was 

enclosed by a red-brick building which since has fallen into disrepair.

This not a holy well, but is remarkable for the abundant supply of pure water it gives. It was from this well that the inhabitants of 

the town got their supply of drinking water in the days before piped water was laid on. 

Murrough’s well is currently being rebuilt using traditional lime mortar skills and reclaimed bricks that have fallen into the well over 

many years. The work of rebuilding the well is currently being facilitated by our stone craft tutor Philip Quin and a group of local 

men engaged in the Killaloe Ballina Family Resource Center Men’s Shed project. Our aim is to make the teaching of traditional 

lime mortar skills a meaningful learning experience, while the overall aim of this piece of work, is to have the well re-established 

to its former glory with red bricks, limestone caps and wrought iron surround. 
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The Photography Club is a 

well-established extra-curricular activity in Scoil Ruain 

which encourages budding photographers to improve 

their	skills	and	confidence	in	photography.	

Members attend lectures on photography and then get 

the opportunity to put this theory into practice on a 

field	trip.	This	year’s	field	trip	was	to	Fota	Wildlife	Park	

and the beautiful sunshine on the day added to a most 

enjoyable and productive experience for the young 

photographers. Six photographs were selected as 

finalists	for	the	Photograph	of	the	Year	and	they	

certainly displayed the high level of skill exhibited 

by the students.  Congratulations to Sean Fitzgerald, 

Second Year, whose photograph was chosen 

as the winner. 

Scoil Ruáin Photography Club

H. Butler

S. Slattery

J. Denn

J. Clancy

S. Fitzgerald



TIPPERARY EDUCATION AND TRAINING BOARD IS A STATUTORY BODY WHICH
PROVIDES A QUALITY EDUCATION AND TRAINING SERVICE TO 

THE PEOPLE OF TIPPERARY THROUGH THE FOLLOWING SERVICES:

For further information on the services we provide, please visit our website:
www.tipperaryetb.ie  or contact us at the details below

12 Post Primary Schools

Post	Leaving	Certificate	(PLC)	

Colleges

Youth Services

Adult Education Service

Adult Literacy Service

Back to Education Initiative

Community Education

 Adult Guidance in Education Service

Vocational Training Opportunities 

Scheme (VTOS)

Youthreach & Youthreach 

Progression

Further Education Support

Corporate Services to education 

providers

>
>

>
>
>
>
>

>
>

>

>
>

Administrative	Offices,
Church Road, 

Nenagh, 
Co. Tipperary.

Tel: 067-31250
Fax: 067-32273

E: nenagh@tipperaryetb.ie

Administrative	Offices,
Western Road,
Clonmel,
Co. Tipperary.
Tel: 052-6121067
Fax: 052-6125951
E: clonmel@tipperaryetb.ie

tipperary
Bord Oideachais agus
Oiliúna Thiobraid Árann
Tipperary Education and
Training Board


